CUPE NS CB Area VP Convention Report
Good afternoon everyone, 
During the past year I have had the opportunity to learn and grow in the union environment. I have attended CUPE NS executive meeting, in person and via zoom, responded to many emails and aided in passing motions with the CUPE Nova Scotia Board.
Some of the activities I have taken part in this year:
Attended Labor Day Picnic Sponsored by Cape Breton District Labor Council in Sydney. This year was a beautiful day, finally! 
Had an opportunity to attend a Worker’s Compensation session put on by the Workers' Councilor. Lots of valuable information gained from the presenters and attendees. Sessions are being scheduled throughout the province so watch for your area. 
CUPE NS Executive Board Liaison for the Contracting Out and Privatization Committee – this year our committee has met in person and via zoom. Great group of people with a lot of progressive ideas. 
I have been lucky enough to be assigned to another term on the National Contracting out and Privatization Committee. I have attended all committee meetings in Ottawa as well as CUPE National All Committee meeting. This year during National All committee meetings we had a lesson on lobbying and were given the duty of attending the office of Members of Parliament to discuss varying subject matter. I had the opportunity to meet with Mike Kelloway to discuss privatization trends and listen to his stance on Privatization, homelessness and the future. There was a lot of good conversation and MLA Kelloway seemed to be interested and listening. 
This year the women of the CUPE NS Board joined forces with the CUPE NS Women’s committee and held the Semi-Annual Women’s conference in Dartmouth. It was a hit, the speakers, activities, member interaction was amazing. Excited for the next one. 
I had the opportunity to join some Cape Breton locals general meetings where I was able to familiarize myself with members and the problems locals in the Cape Breton area are facing. Thank you to the locals who invited me.
As of late I have been attending picket lines of Long-Term Care locals that are on strike. The energy and spirit of members on the line amazes me. They are standing on the line dancing, laughing and making the best of a terrible situation.  Solidarity with Long Term Care!
I encourage all locals in Cape Breton to ensure their contact information is submitted to CUPE Nova Scotia so that the CUPE NS Cape Breton VP can contact them and bring forth any issues, battles, victories their local may be facing to the CUPE NS board. In having information about the Cape Breton Locals it has grown my passion to discover more resources and services available.
This position has been a pleasure to fulfill and I want to thank all CUPE NS members for affording me the opportunity to be part of the CUPE Nova Scotia Board.

Sincerely,
Cheryl MacDonald
