Communications Editor Report, Convention 2026

Welcome to Convention everyone! I’m thrilled to be here with you again, delivering the Communications Editor report for the fourth time! It has sincerely been an honour to serve you, my comrades, sisters and brothers, in this role. I feel especially fortunate to have been trusted with the responsibilities of this position for the past four years, and I want you to know that I’ve always taken them seriously. In a world where misinformation and artificial intelligence can make it difficult to separate truth from fiction, it’s more important than ever for members like you to know that you can rely on your union for honesty and integrity. 
I want to thank those of you who’ve made it a priority to engage with us online. Whether you visit our website or follow our social media accounts, I hope you’ve found CUPE Nova Scotia’s content to be relevant and informative. This past year has provided several examples of CUPE members standing together to fight for improved wages and working conditions. We all witnessed what happened when Air Canada and the federal Liberal government tried to bully our flight attendants. Mark went viral when he tore up that back-to-work order. More importantly, he sent a clear message on behalf our more than 800 000 members across the country: Underestimate the power of our solidarity at your own peril. That message reverberated across the country. Here in Nova Scotia, members of Local 3912 held powerful universities to account, and made significant gains. On more than one occasion, their employers tried to use misinformation to break their resolve. They failed to do so, in large part because our members used social media to push back against their lies. Our long-term care members have faced much of the same when dealing with Tim Houston’s conservative government. We’ve all heard Barb Adams’ same old tired lines, repeated ad nauseum. Apparently, Minister Adams subscribes to the adage that if you repeat a lie often enough, it becomes the truth. CUPE members know better than to fall for this obvious ruse, and we’ve called out her lies with content that’s been widely shared online by members like you. So, thank you for using your voices to amplify our message.  You’ve proven that there’s more than one way to express your solidarity in 2026. Of course, standing on picket lines will always be impactful, but if you’re unable to do so, you can still loudly, proudly and effectively support your fellow members online. 
Friends, I’m proud of what I’ve accomplished over the last four years as your Communications Editor, but I certainly haven’t done it alone. CUPE’s communications staff Haseena Manek, Taylor Johnston, and Mary-Dan Johnston have been incredible to work with and deserve recognition for their efforts. Sisters: You are all rockstars as far as I’m concerned. The rest of the executive board here on stage with me have been exceptionally supportive and helpful. We make a fantastic team. I cherish each of you and want to make sure that everyone in this room knows how well represented they are by activists like yourselves. Alan: It’s been quite an eventful first year as president, eh? I hope members are aware of how tirelessly you fight for them, and how passionate you are about our shared values. I am truly grateful for your leadership, your encouragement and your friendship. CUPE Nova Scotia is in good hands. 
Have a wonderful Convention everyone! Enjoy your time here, make new connections, revisit old ones and remember that we’re at our strongest when we stand together. 

Solidarity!
