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Toast to Public Water
To the members of CUPE 227 and CUPE 1431, municipal workers employed by Halifax Water
We’d like to propose a toast to the municipal water we are drinking here today, as well as to public water systems across Canada and around the world. Please raise your glass.
With this toast, we choose to drink public water over purchasing bottled water. We choose to drink from the tap because public water is clean, accessible and tastes great. We choose to drink from the tap because bottled water undermines public water systems. 
We choose to drink from the tap because bottled water costs more, is much less regulated, and consumes more energy than tap water, thereby adding to global warming. Also, only 31% of the plastic bottles we use get recycled. This means that 69% of these either go into the landfill, or make their way into our oceans, where they have proven to be deadly to fish and sea birds who swallow them.
Both people in Canada and around the world do not have access to safe drinking water, in fact in some countries the quest for water is a daily journey of many hours. Collectively, South African Women and children walk daily distances equivalent to 16 trips to the moon and back to collect water. Even here in Canada, sadly many Indigenous communities do not have access to safe drinking water.
We therefore choose to drink choose to drink from the tap to demonstrate our commitment to public water as a human right. We raise our glasses to public water and to the back to the tap movement. We urge all of you to make this toast, to make the commitment to tap water and banish bottled water from your life.
So rethink how you drink. Let’s tap the tap and knock’er back! 
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